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What is NAFCC Accreditation?
Accreditation is a process many different industries use to identify exemplary practices in that particular
field. Accreditation is both a status and a process. As a status, accreditation provides public notification
that an institution or program meets standards of quality set forth by an accrediting agency. As a process,
accreditation reflects the fact that in achieving recognition by the accrediting agency, the institution or
program is committed to self-study and external review by one's peers in seeking not only to meet
standards but to continuously seek ways in which to enhance the quality of the services provided.
NAFCC sponsors the only nationally recognized accreditation system designed specifically for family child
care providers. This system was designed by hundreds of providers, parents, and early care and
education experts in an effort to create a quality indicator for family child care programs across the
country.
NAFCC Accreditation is recognized as the highest indicator that a family child care program is a quality
environment. In states where Quality Rating Systems have been implemented, NAFCC Accreditation is
often the "top" level in the rating system.
NAFCC Accreditation is awarded to family child care providers who meet the eligibility requirements and
the Quality Standards for NAFCC Accreditation. Accreditation reflects a high level of quality through a
process that examines all aspects of the family child care program, i.e. relationships, the environment,
developmental learning activities, safety and health, and professional and business practices. Once
family child care providers become accredited, they agree to abide by the standards set forth and to be
measured against those standards, with periodic integrity and compliance reviews. There are over 2100
NAFCC Accredited providers throughout the United States and in other locations worldwide where
military family child care professionals operate.

Why Choose Nationally Accredited Family Child Care?

Significant research has provided evidence that warm, loving and home-like settings are
natural environments for children during early childhood. While offering the safety and
comfort of home, and providing a consistent caregiver throughout the years, family child
care is the care choice for many parents.
NAFCC Accreditation is an indicator that family child care offers safe, inviting spaces and warm, nurturing
care complete with educational activities designed to meet the needs and interests of all children while
promoting individual development.
Nationally accredited homes meet high standards in child care and set the benchmark for quality.

